A short note on DNA lactotypes in the Churra and Manchega sheep breeds.
The structure and genetic diversity of the Spanish dairy breeds, Churra and Manchega, is analyzed by means of DNA lactotypes observed in alpha(s1)-, alpha(s2)-, beta- and kappa-ovine caseins. The inter-racial distribution of the casein genotypes is also analyzed. The two breeds differ quantitatively as well as qualitatively in their lactotypes. The proportions of unique lactotypes in Churra and Manchega reveal a high degree of within breed diversity. Breed genetic diversity is greater in Manchega (1.28) than Churra (1.53). The probability combination test indicates the existence of significant inter-racial differences.